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Shortcuts to
The Smokies

nter the Great Smeky Mountains

National Park through Gatlinburg,
and you'll likely feel as if you're driving
through Atlanta on a Friday, | avaid
the jam by sneaking in the park’s less-
crowoed entrances,

Tips for the Drive

From Townsend, follow the Litthe River
via LS, 73, The road forks at a famous
swimming hole called “The 1," where
sunbathers recline on the rocky shore
and swirn in a deep, clear pool. Hang a
left here on Little River Gorge Road,
which winds along the river, crests a
mountain, and leads to the Sugarlands
Vigitars Center. Or go right to reach
Cades Cove, an area filled with historic
homesteads. The 11-mile motor trail
can be a parking bot, but [ beat the traf-
fic '|'n. ‘.aLcinI: a quicl 'b-'lh:: :|'1'|:|-|:' whcn1|‘|c
tradl is reserved for bicyces until 10 a.m.
cach Wedneaday and Saturday from
miid-May wotil mid-September.
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Parfect Picnic Spot
Another park entrance sees even less
traffic. Take L5, 321 through serene
Wears Valley for about 7 mibes (the mid-
point between Townsend and Pigeon
Forge ), and tarn right on Lyons Spring
Rond (loak for the Trailhead Real Estate
building}. Drive about 2 miles 1o the
park boundary and then arother mile
to Metcall Battoms picnic area. Bring
lunch 1o enjoy in this lovely spot along
the Litle River (plemty of tables and
bathrooms). From here, take a moder-
ate 1-mile hike to the Little Greenbrier
Schoolhouse, a weathered one-room
affair that held class until the late 1800s,
You can also drive there on a gravel
road off of Lyvons Spring Road.

What's New in Townsand

Take a stroll or a rall down Townsend’s
niew -mile paved loop, called "Shadows
of the Past,” which leads past a dozen or
s historic sites, Pedestrian tunnels

faj: Reat & cabinar a room at Dancing
Bear Lodge to enjoy hiking and mountain
blking trails, bike rentals, and a great
Bocaticn, Bortomi; Visitors bask in the sun
and cool off in the Lintle River, 8 popular
tubing spot.
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¥ou can do it. Wa can help:

Find the parfect door for any
doorway. From great brands |ke
Mazonite! JELDMWEN and our
Homa Depat” exclusives Mlperts®
and Feather Biver® Come by the
store and see all the possibilities

open to you at The Home Depat.

strerch under the highway 50 you
don't have to cross in traffic. Before
you set out, stop by the new Great
Smoky Mountains Heritage Center,
amuseum dedicated to Appalachian
life, Peruse the American Indian
exhibits, and then swop by the gift
shop for locally made crafis. Outside,
vou can wander through a collection
of hand-hewn log cabins that were
built in the 1880s in Sevier and
Blount Counties and later meticu-
Ioasshy moved and reassembled here.

Tubing the Little River

My number one way to chill out 5
leisurely float down the lazy Linle
Hiver, Several companies rent tubes
and offer all-day shuttles down two
main stretches. The upper streich
starts fust outside the park entrance
and sweeps vou over a few tiny
rapids that add some excitement to
the relaxing trip. The shorter, lower
stretch is calmer and bettor for small
kids. People with their own tubes
and vehicles often park at ®The ¥.*
(Commercial shutiles can't enter the
park, and parking may be congested
at peak times. )

Elkmant:

A Modern Ghost Town

My favorite secret spot is the rela-
tively new ghost town of Elkmont.
This collection of turn-of-the-20th-
cemtury cottages omiginated as a lum-
ber community. When the Great
Smoky Mountains Mational Fark
wasdedicated in 19405, the residents
aggreed to turn the cottages and land
over to the mational park after a gen-
cration had passed. The town
became a hunting club and then a
summer escape before the park
reclaimed it in the early 1990z, What
will happen to these buildings?
Some say they should be torn down
tor let the land return 1o §ts nateral
state, while others believe they
should be preserved as a historic site,
The fate has yet to be determined.
See it while you can. 1 CROS
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Editar's Picks

Whers to gat: Sister Cats Cafe
offers great salads and sand-
wiches for lunch; (BES) 448-
0033, For one of the finest
meals in the Smokies, head to
the Foothills Milling Comgpany in
Maryville (reservations are rec-
ammended); (B65) 97 7-8434,

Where to play: Smoky Mouniain
River Rat, located on LS, 321,
charges §13, including tax, fora
tube, life jacket, and all-day
shutthes; wwnasmokymitniver
ratceem or (865) 4088888

Where to stay: Room rates at
Dancing Bear Lodge start at
£189.99; ane-bedroam cabins
begin at $229.99; www.
dancingbearicdge.com or
1-800-369-0111.

Whera to gat more info: Stop
by the Smoky Mountain
Convention and Visitors Center
for maps, guidebooks, and
Brochunes; Wi amakymon
tains.org or 1-B00-525-6834,

Closer Than

You Think

Brming 1o Towersend o eagier
than you regiht emagene. Chack
aut the aaproamate miksage
from a few cities,

o Acheule: 110 males

w Atlanta 235 miles

w Birmingham: 275 rmiles
* Chattanaoga: 140 miles
» Kncoodibe: 30 miles




